What’SUP Berks Mission Statement

History and Introduction to What’SUP Berks
In January of 2024 a small group of Berks County residents began to gather in support of a common-sense idea: reducing the consumption of single use plastic (SUP) in our beautiful Berks County.  The use of a SUP (single use plastic) bag to transport groceries or other purchased items from the store to the home and then thrown away appeared wasteful to us. Why not use a bag that is reusable? We have all seen the trashed SUP bags along the roadways, stuck in tree branches, or ultimately winding up in landfills where they will not break down for hundreds of years.  According to the inspiring words of Article 1 Section 27 of the Pennsylvania state constitution, “The people of the Commonwealth have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic, and aesthetic values of the environment.”  That Environmental Rights Amendment to the state constitution continues, “Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the common property of all the people, including generations yet to come.  As trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the people.” 
We are committed to the preservation of these values of the environment, and dedicate ourselves to conserve and maintain the resources in Berks County for ourselves, our children, grandchildren, and future generations. We chose as a name for our group What’SUP Berks: SUP for our initial goal to eliminate the single use plastic (SUP) bags that litter our roadways, contaminate our rivers and streams with microplastics, create plastic debris that blocks storm drains and burdens local municipalities with litter and landfill trash. 
What’SUP Berks is a name that is at the same time a question and a challenge.  What is “up” is that we cannot afford to continue producing and consuming single use plastic in Berks County and beyond in the way that we have for decades.  Eliminating single use plastic bags is an initial challenge we want to share with every Berks resident, every store, shop and restaurant owner, city and borough council member, and every township supervisor in Berks County.  What kind of community do we want to leave behind for the lives and health of current and future generations?
So, What’SUP Berks?  Together we can choose our future and change for the better the negative impact of single use plastic bags in our county!

Mission

Reduce and eventually eliminate the use of single use plastic beginning with single use plastic bags in stores, restaurants, and businesses in Berks County through education, collaboration, and action.

Goals:

To educate people about the importance of using reusable bags as well as the negative impacts of SUP on our health, economy and environment .

To engage with a diverse coalition of persons and organizations that agree with and actively support our mission.

To collaborate with local municipal officials in order to provide information about the negative economic and health impacts of SUP on their citizens as well as to provide examples of ordinances to gain their support in the enactment of local ordinances with an initial focus on banning the use of SUP bags in their jurisdictions.

To solicit support from county high school and college students and encourage the engagement of campus environmental clubs with What’SUP Berks mission.

To demonstrate the support of county residents, encouraging them to sign a pledge to use re-usable bags and to join the effort to ban SUP bags in their community.

To encourage the availability of reusable bags by businesses throughout the county.

Other actions we may consider in the longer term:
1. Provide workshops on how to reduce SUP bags.
2. Provide opportunities for college and high school internships with What’SUP Berks
3. Solicit information from Lidl, Aldi, Costco, BJ, etc. about why they chose no bags and how it impacts their businesses.
4. Engage with Berks businesses large and small toward active collaboration with their local municipality and with What’SUP Berks in the elimination of SUP bags and exploration of more sustainable alternatives.
