SINGLE USE PLASTIC (SUP) BAG BAN MYTH BUSTERS
#1 SUP bans are ineffective and counterproductive, leading to increase plastic waste.
Some initial bag bans allowed for loopholes with unintended consequences (particularly those with allowances for thicker “recyclable” bags, or alternate single use bags for no fee).  Well-designed SUP bag bans have successfully been enacted in many states and municipalities resulting in reduced plastic consumption and reduced associated litter and pollution.  SUP bag bans written to encourage genuine reuse is key. 
#2 Shoppers will avoid stores that don’t offer SUPs.
People generally do not shop in a store because it offers plastic bags. They choose stores based on the products they offer and cost of the products.  If an SUP bag ban is enacted every store will have to compete on an even keel as SUPs will not be an incentive to any. 
Having an “incentive” that damages our health, pollutes our environment and cost taxpayer money to remediate is not an incentive to the community. 
#3 SUP bag bans are a choice that businesses and people do not want.
Most people care about their health and the environment especially when it costs them money (health issues and cleanup).  Where bag bans have been enacted most people have adapted to the bans and remember to either bring their reusable bags with them or bring their items to their car in their shopping cart. 
In areas where no bans exist, people do take advantage of the convenience of double bagging to take their items home without thinking about the consequences. SUP bag bans are necessary for people to remember to use reusable bags when shopping, which millions of people have done and survived (and stores are thriving as always!).
#4 Bag Bans force stores to use paper bags.
No stores are forced to offer more expensive alternatives to SUPs. If they choose to do so they typically charge a fee from 5 - 10 cents per paper bag. There can also be a grace period before the ban is enacted to allow stores to clear out their SUP inventory before the ban is enacted.
The idea is not to substitute paper for plastic but for people to get used to reusable bags, a one-time cost that can last for years.
#5 SUP bans are a burden for low-income shoppers. 
Reusable bags are available at little to no cost everywhere so that even people on Public Assistance can get them and usually have them. Who does not have several reusable bags in their possession?
#6 SUP bans impose a specific cost to alternative bags.
Each community SUP Bag ban is unique and does not have to impose a specific cost to alternative bags. The required costs if any are in the range of 5 – 10 cents per bag. The main purpose is to encourage people to use reusable bags. This is not a tax, just a convenience in the event someone forgets their reusable bag.  Any bag fees the stores collect they would keep.
#7 Bag bans result in shop lifting.
Shop lifting is nothing new and some people are very good at it, but this does not mean that people who use reusable bags will start shop lifting.  Some small businesses already ask people to leave their back packs or shopping bags at the entrance if concerned. There is no correlation between reusable bags and shop lifting.
#8 Reusable bags spread diseases if not washed.
Reusable bags can be washed and the only people who might be impacted by unwashed bags are the owners themselves. There has never been a study that associated diseases with reusable bags. 90% of SUP bags are not recycled and end up in landfills or our streams and rivers where they break down into microplastics that are associated with human health problems. Diseases come from lack of bag bans. 
#9 SUPs are advertising tools.
SUPs are generally used once or perhaps twice for disposing of pet waste and/or waste bin liners, so names of businesses on plastic bags can only be a negative thing when these bags are found to litter our communities. There are better, less expensive ways to advertise. Reusable bags with advertisements last longer, look better, and make a positive statement about the stores’ commitment to the community, better health, and a better environment.
#10 Customer are inconvenienced when SUPs are not available. 
If one forgets their reusable bag in the car they can go back and get it or bring their items in the shopping cart to the car and unload them there.  People get used to carrying small expandable nylon bags that easily fit into a small purse or pants or coat pocket for non-grocery purchases. They are inexpensive, readily available, and larger than SUP bags for use at any time.  As with any behavior change, at first it is not easy, but then as it becomes a new habit, a new routine the inconvenience is felt not so much or at all and the substantial benefit remains. A recent study found that 70% of people who experienced bag bans In Vermont over the last 5 years have welcomed the change.


The Case for SUP Bag Bans 
Arguments against the ban of SUPs, promulgated by manufacturers of plastic / fossil fuel industry, are easily debunked and never take into consideration the cost to taxpayers to repair the damage that they cause to our health and environment.
Reusable bags are readily available everywhere for little to no cost.  Most people already have several in their car or home which alleviates the need for businesses large or small to purchase thousands of bags that are mostly thrown away as soon as they are used or reused once. Bag bans have resulted in decreased costs both in purchasing by businesses as well as cleanup for communities.  Small businesses benefit most by these bans as cost for them is greater due to lower volume purchased.
10 Reasons for banning SUPs:
· 4.7 BILLION, non-biodegradable plastic bags are produced and distributed in PA each year.
· 26,000 tons or 52,000,000 pounds of plastic end up in our streets, landfills, incinerators, air, sewers or streams and rivers every year. Only 10% are recycled.
· There are enough SUPs produced to encircle the earth 42 times ending up in our soil, water and oceans.
· Plastic is choking the environment, contaminating our food supply, and seeping into our bodies and brains.
· Plastic bags eventually break down into microplastics as they are not biodegradable. 
· We consume, breathe and drink the equivalent of one credit card worth of microplastics each week.  
· Microplastics are found in every part of the world from the depths of the oceans to the highest peaks, including in our bodies, impacting our brains, our hearts, our endocrine systems etc.
· SUPs create unsightly litter on our streets, highways, and waterways. Taxpayers incur the burden to clean up the waste.
· SUPs clog agricultural field machinery, costing time and money.
· SUPs cost businesses extra money which is passed on to the consumer.
