What’SUP Berks General Monthly Meeting (4th Wednesday of each month)
28 May 2025 at Wyomissing Public Library – 6:45pm to 8:00pm
Meeting Minutes – What’SUP Berks
Black italicized text original agenda/ blue text notes from meeting/green bold actions to be captured in action register
Attendance:
Thomas Crotty
Louise Grim
Art Grim
Nancy Sellers
Deanna Witzel
Linda Dapcic-Angst
Stella Belinski
Garrett Hyneman
Mars Felker
Janelle Burnett
Atiana Allen

Josh Felker
Jennifer Stinson
Ann-Marie McMahon
Paula George
David George
John Shapiro
Ellen K. Shapiro
Allison Kalbach
Emily McNulty (Zoom)
Marianne Reardon (Zoom)
Faran Savitz (Zoom)

Welcome and Introduction to What’SUP Berks for first timers: Mission Statement
Mission
Reduce and eventually eliminate the use of single use plastic beginning with single use plastic bags in stores, restaurants, and businesses in Berks County through education, collaboration, and action.
Goals:
To educate people about the importance of using reusable bags as well as the negative impacts of SUP on our health, economy and environment .
To engage with a diverse coalition of persons and organizations that agree with and actively support our mission.
To collaborate with local municipal officials in order to provide information about the negative economic and health impacts of SUP on their citizens as well as to provide examples of ordinances to gain their support in the enactment of local ordinances with an initial focus on banning the use of SUP bags in their jurisdictions.
To solicit support from county high school and college students and encourage the engagement of campus environmental clubs with What’SUP Berks mission.
To demonstrate the support of county residents, encouraging them to sign a pledge to use re-usable bags and to join the effort to ban SUP bags in their community.
To encourage the availability of reusable bags by businesses throughout the county.
Other actions we may consider in the longer term:
1. Provide workshops on how to reduce SUP bags.
1. Provide opportunities for college and high school internships with What’SUP Berks
1. Solicit information from Lidl, Aldi, Costco, BJ, etc. about why they chose no bags and how it impacts their businesses.
1. Engage with Berks businesses large and small toward active collaboration with their local municipality and with What’SUP Berks in the elimination of SUP bags and exploration of more sustainable alternatives.
POST MEETING NOTE: Website and survey went out based on earlier version of Mission statement.  Website needs to be updated.
Introduction of Newly Formed Executive Board and Description of Roles
Board introduced themselves
Thomas Crotty – President
Nancy Sellers – Vice President
Linda Dapcic-Angst – Treasurer
Deanna Witzel – Secretary
Youth Leadership – Stella Belinski, Lilly DeLoretta (Garrett Hyneman who has been a major contributor going to Lehigh University)
Members at Large – Louise Grim, Art Grim
Discussed presentation attended by Louise, Tom, Art and Linda.
· Speaker about watersheds – microplastics damaging to health, affects immune system, brains. 
· Chad Heimbecker from North Hampton trying to start the same and is interested in being kept in the loop of what Berks is doing.
Update on Berks Nature sponsorship and administration of BCCF Grant Funds, Memorandum of Understanding.
· Tami Shimp – Berks Nature is grant sponsor and community partner
· $12000 approved – presented budget generally included reuseable bags, t-shirts, printing and supplies
· Linda in charge of the requisitions.  Reimbursement must be approved by board.
· Berks nature respected in community and has respect; sponsorship allows What’SUP to avoid liability and a lot of time and money to get 501c3 status
· ADD ABILITY FOR DONATIONS TO THE WEBSITE – COORDINATE WITH BERKS NATURE 
Support for Deanna’s Survey, Description/Purpose/Process
· Survey sent out to identify availability and willingness of interested parties in volunteer opportunities.
· Sent out 5/29 and will be sent out again in another week and periodically afterwards.
· Includes request for municipality to demonstrate level of interest for presentations to municipalities.
· Will report out to active team members occasionally.
· Intentionally sent out via email to encourage discussion rather than one way responses, particularly with enthusiastically interested parties.
Update on SUP Bag Ban Bill 
· Senator Schwank sponsoring bill developed by Governor Mifflin students (Garrett and Stella) to end use of SUP bags in PA.
· Expect to introduce officially by late June
· Schwank wouldn’t likely have gone public with support if she didn’t think there was a strong possibility of advancing.  
· 12 states currently with bans.   39 municipalities in PA.  drafted a bill. 
· Schwank sent out – senate and house – co-sponsorships from others –
· Another bill introduced 4 years ago (2021), but never got out of committee.  
· Consider enlisted bipartisan support via Mark Gillen who sometimes would go to Haycreek Watershed meetings (per Stinson Haycreek) – follow on action required
· 5/30 8:30 BCTV airing of Youth Leading Change will highlight (repeat airings expected)
· Described presentation to educate legislators at the capita
· Described how other youth can take action
· Stinson described testing done in Nolde Creek - Every water sample included microplastic – even through Brita – mainly fibers, didn’t test for nanos. 
· Study by Dr. Jill Felker from Penn State published – Microplastics give bacteria something to attach to which wouldn’t normally end up in waterways.  Follow on Action – Mars and Josh Felker to provide link to published paper.
· Post meeting note: links to various news/videos on topic
· https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-proposed-statewide-ban-on-single-use-plastic-bags/64908720
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDDhl4tixNs
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0Vu-C18L-I
Update on inquiries regarding purchase of re-usable bags with What’SUP Berks logo, t-shirts including logos 
· Linda brought sample shirts and recyclable bags to consider for color and material.
· Prices ranged from $4.75/bag up to $9 per bag
· Materials should consider overall impact, e.g. environmental impact vs. price
· Recycled materials 
· Jute bag – laminate liners might be an issue
· Suggestion to look into polypropylene that degrades in sunlight
· Suggestion for buttons to use on bags people already have
· Investigate cost for button makers and supplies (e.g. Michaels)
· Consider bag co-ops (e.g. Kimberton/Lidl) – Nancy and Tom to talk to stores about how this works
· Suggestion for reminder stickers/signage for stores for reuseable bags
Review possible ideas for summer/fall tabling events, activities/actions.
1. July 20th PRIDE Festival, application in process (interactive activity?)
1. West Reading June 21 Art on the Avenue?
Sign up sheet passed around at meeting
1. Good Medicine Indigenous Wellness Celebration, June 28 Riverfront Park?
1. Daniel Boone Anniversary/Quaker Meeting Summer Event - Nancy
1. Shillington Fall Festival and Car Cruise, September 14?
1. 49th Annual Hay Creek Festival at Joanna Furnace, September 5-7?
1. Joanna Furnace Hay Creek Apple Festival and Flea Market October 11-12?
1. Governor Mifflin Community Days (9 days this year)
1. Schuylkill River Sojourn 
8. JUNE 15, 16, 17 in Berks County
8. See if we can get in for a pitch
Considerations for shirts
· If selling shirts, tax becomes an issue.  Need to confirm with Berks Nature. Also some events require % be given to event. Follow on action required to investigate.
Possible activities/actions – Discuss Ideas
	Clean-ups
· Investigate opportunities for clean-ups
Surveys (Linda’s experience on election day)
· Linda surveyed nearly everyone that came to vote.
· 105 would support, 54 would not support, 44 undecided
· Key theme - what would they do with dog poop?
· Follow on action -  Will go to those who weren’t at the polls.
Others (e.g. meeting/presenting to township supervisors, city councils, community groups, etc.)
	Anyone interested?
Community Presentations
· Completed
· Wernersville Council
· Quaker meeting presentation (key link is stewardship of the earth)
· Bill presentation with Schwank
· Need central location for materials – Stella/Garrett to investigate (not all can use Google due to firewalls)
· Outline and script for common messaging – Stella to prepare
· Need list of counterpoints for various arguments against ban
· Comments from online announcements about proposed ban
· Article – 10 reasons why small businesses should oppose bag ban
· Need list of tips for replacement (e.g. you forgot your bags, what to do with dog/cat waste)
· Use state proposed bill as talking point (post in central repository)
· Highlight business that have already implemented (need a list)
· Use Alvernia prepared PowerPoint (to be provided in central repository)
· Need to get on agendas ahead of time (prepare dates/times of each municipalities meetings for planning)
· Cumru – June 17 – Deanna Witzel willing
· Wyomissing – July 8 – ???
· Shillington – June 12 – Garrett Hyneman?
· Secret weapon is including youth – harder to say no to the future (try to arrange to have youth members attend each presentation, need list to call on)
· Must live in Borough to get on agenda to present, but anyone can attend
· Visible support from more people helps – enlist supporting neighbors and friends to attend
Identify solutions for dog/cat waste
Letter Writing
· Letters to editors – need volunteers
· Letters to legislatures – need volunteers
Contact United Way Volunteer Hub for additional support
Take time at the Meeting tonight to get Group Pictures to post on website for all those willing to be photographed: e.g. Board Members, Student participants, All attendees  Louise forwarded photos to Deanna to have added to website.
Do folks have pictures from Earth Day tabling events at Penn State Berks, Alvernia, City Park that we can post?  Was not discussed in meeting.
Meetings 4th Wednesday of the Month 6:45-8.  Next meeting June 25, 2025.
